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Preface
It has been a blessing and a privilege for me to work with Del
Sargent on this project. I consider him a true son in the faith. The
number of people he has led to Christ demonstrates his heart and
gift for evangelism. His desire to disciple and train others to share
their faith confidently and effectively is evidence of his call as an
evangelist. The vision for this book has developed out of Del's deep
love for Christ and compassion for others. Together we have summarized those elements of the Gospel message that Del communicates
so well. When blended together, these points paint a clear picture of
why Jesus is the only way to salvation.
It has been our observation that much of the available evangelism literature presumes that the average person understands
more about the Bible and its contents than he actually does. To many
people in our present culture, biblical words and concepts are completely foreign. We also observed that much of the material seems to
rest on two extremes, one being the Gospel tract style. A tract introduces the message but offers too little information to the person
being confronted with a life-altering decision. The other extreme is
the apologetics book type of writing. These works often include so
much information, that many will not take the time to wade through
it all. We have, therefore, a two-fold motivation for this writing. First,
we endeavored to communicate the message of the Gospel in a relatively short, easy-to-read, yet informative, manner while opening the
door for discussion of some of the major and most commonly raised
issues with which people wrestle. Secondly, this book will serve as a
tool to help believers engage in the joy of sharing their faith with others. Believers who understand its contents will be able to effectively
explain these basics to another with confidence and competence.
They will also have the courage to step out, allowing the Holy Spirit
to work through them as messengers of the greatest message ever
given.
Dan Abbatiello
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Testimonies of the Authors
Del Sargent
I was born in 1956 and grew up in a small New England town.
I stumbled through the first 36 years of life pursuing the “American
dream.” I had left behind a trail of destruction in the wake of my selfseeking, sinful life. I was now divorced with two children and living
with another woman. My 14-year-old son came to live with me; he
suggested we go to church sometime. “Why not?” I thought. “After
all, I believe in God, I just don't know anything about Him.”
A friend and co-worker attended Windham Assembly of God
church in a nearby town and told me what time the service began.
The Sunday Joe and I visited, about 300 people attended. I was in
awe as the service began and experienced a powerful sensation as I
watched the congregation passionately sing praises in worship to
God. I have since come to understand that what I felt was the presence of God, His love, and His purity. I left the church that morning
and continued my self-centered way of living. The experience, however, amplified the inner emptiness I lived with and tried unsuccessfully to fill with the pleasures of life. It also birthed in my heart a longing, a growing desire, a determination to know the God I saw "those
people" loving. Two weeks later, my son and I went back. At the end
of the service, an invitation was given to anyone who wanted to know
God to come forward. I sprang out of my seat, went forward, and
asked God to forgive me.
Afterward, the pastor asked me if I realized what I had just
done. I told him, “I don't have a clue, but I want to know God. I tried
to read the Bible once, but it didn't make any sense to me.” I also
had many questions. “Who is Jesus and how did His dying on the
cross 2,000 years ago have anything to do with me getting into heaven today? Is there really a hell? What will I look like when I get to
heaven? Who are the Jewish people anyway?” We scheduled an
appointment to meet and discuss some of the literally hundreds of
questions on my mind. Over the next few months, he patiently
explained to me the truth of the Bible. It wasn't long before the
9

THE MYSTERY UNVEILED

Spirit of God made it very clear to me how to have a relationship with
Him through His Son, Jesus Christ. The more my knowledge of the
scripture increased, the more my passion grew to share the truth. I
realized that I was from a generation that didn't know God. Most of
my friends and family were in exactly the same state of mind I was in
just a short time ago. Since then I have spent the last 11 years learning to walk with God and sharing His truth.
Many of my friends and almost all the members of my immediate family have now made Jesus Christ the Lord of their lives and
are assured of an eternal home in heaven. I pray that, as you read,
you, too, will find the eternal love that countless others and I have
found in a relationship with Jesus. I believe with all my heart that if
you receive this God-given message, the course of your life will be
transformed for all eternity. The final decision is yours. May the eyes
of your heart be opened, and may God's mystery be unveiled as you
read this book.
Dan Abbatiello
My mother was raised a Roman Catholic. In spite of her association with the church, keeping the sacraments and doing good
things, she was never really sure if any of it qualified her to enter
heaven. Her church had not taught her that the prerequisite to
entering heaven was a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, receiving Him as Lord and Savior. It was not until she was an adult, through
the witness of her sister and brother-in-law, that she came to that
important biblical understanding. When she prayed with Pastor
Corvene to receive Christ, she was dramatically changed. Life for her
and her family would never be the same.
My mother, younger sister, and I began to attend Calvary
Tabernacle Assembly of God. (My father never attended.) At an early
age, in a Sunday School setting with a child's simplistic understanding, I realized I, too, needed a personal encounter with Jesus Christ.
Many Sunday School stories helped me understand that Jesus loved
me so much that he died on the cross for me. One such alegorical
story has never left my memory. It took place a long time ago in a
10

THE MYSTERY UNVEILED

day when many children were educated in a one-room schoolhouse.
At the beginning of the school year, the teacher, with the help
of the students, established the code of conduct that would govern
the school environment for the year to come. Things seemed to
move along rather smoothly, until one day one of the older boys
named Joshua discovered that his lunch was missing. He reported
the incident to the teacher. Mr. Padre gathered all the students
together in the classroom and announced sternly, “We will not do
another thing or go anywhere until the one who stole the lunch
comes forward.” The children waited in silence. Finally, after what
seemed like an eternity, the poorest and most sickly boy in the class
stood and admitted to taking the lunch. Mr. Padre directed him to
step forward to receive his punishment. Billy stepped slowly out of his
seat. Tears began trickling down his cheeks. He made his way to the
front of the classroom. Mr. Padre explained that Billy would receive
the punishment agreed upon at the beginning of the year, lashes with
the switch. By this time other students were crying as well. Mr. Padre
reached for the switch in the front corner of the room near his coat
rack. Billy bent over a chair in front of the teacher's desk and readied himself to receive his truly deserved punishment. Stealing was
one of the infractions for which the severest punishment was
reserved. Mr. Padre, now also with moistened eyes, raised the switch
to deliver the first lash when Joshua interrupted him. Joshua did not
excuse, minimize, or defend Billy's wrongdoing but expressed compassion for his weakness and frailty. Mr. Padre understood and
agreed but explained that the punishment must still be delivered
because that is the only fair and just way to satisfy the loss. Joshua
then asked the most penetrating and loving question. “Since the punishment must be met, then can I take his punishment for him?” Mr.
Padre declared the obvious: “Joshua, you are innocent. You did nothing wrong. You don't deserve the punishment.” “Yes, but I am strong.
I will be able to endure the punishment and satisfy the requirement.”
Mr. Padre consented. Joshua then received the punishment Billy
deserved.
Stories such as this one, the truth of the scripture, people with
11
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loving concern and the presence of God in their lives, paved the way
for me to open my heart to Christ. I understood the message; I was
a sinner and needed a Savior. I was like the little boy who stole the
lunch, and Jesus took my punishment when He died on the cross. I
asked Jesus to come into my life and forgive me for all my sins. Jesus
heard my prayer, cleansed my heart, and brought me into His family.
I became a boy with two birthdays. On June 23, 1953, I was born the
son of Anthony and Margaret Abbatiello; five years later I was born
again, a son of my heavenly Father. Along with my two birthdays, I
also received a divinely inspired purpose for my life.
One of the nightly services at Mountain View Gospel Camp in
Sherbern, N.Y., concluded with a gathering around a bonfire. This
twelve-year-old, along with many other young people, threw a stick
into the fire, symbolically testifying to our commitment to Jesus
Christ. On that starlit night, while watching sparks fly upward and disappear into the cool evening air, I told the Lord that I would spend
my life for Him. I would do whatever He wanted me to do, go wherever He wanted me to go, and say whatever He wanted me to say, and
I meant it. By age sixteen I realized that God had taken me up on my
offer. I answered His call to full-time service. For the past 29 years
my wife, Angela, and I have been involved in pastoral ministry. We
have had the privilege of seeing many dedicate their lives to Christ
and grow in their faith by committing to Him as their Lord and
Savior.
My “life verse” is Philippians 1:6 which states, “He who began
a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” My
greatest joy is to see people grow and advance in their faith. I pray
that this simple writing will help you along the way.

12
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Introduction
“To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to
bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages
has been hidden in God who created all things” (Ephesians 3:8-9).
Is it possible to experience a truly meaningful and fulfilling
life? If so, how and where can it be found? This search leads many
people on a mysterious journey. They may pursue money, sex, prestige, power, success, education, drugs, alcohol, almost anything perceived to bring fulfillment, only to discover that these things leave
them still empty and at another dead end.
In this book we will raise some of the fundamental questions
associated with this issue, such as the origin of life, the purpose of
life, why evil exists, and the question of life after death. Our purpose
is to explain that meaning, value, and fulfillment can indeed be
found. As you read this book, we pray that many of your questions
will be answered and that which often seems so elusive and mysterious may become clear and plain. Our desire is that, through this
message, you will discover how to live a meaningful, valuable, and fulfilling life and that to you the mystery will be unveiled.

13
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ONE
The Mystery of the Bible
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
(Psalm 119:105)
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The Bible is one of a kind
The Bible is still the all-time best seller of any book that has
ever been written. Eighty percent of American households testify to
owning a Bible. Thanks to a group of businessmen called the
Gideons, a Bible can be found in almost every hotel room, hospital,
and jail in the country. Courts have used it as a pledge for truthful
testimony. Words from the Bible are engraved on our national monuments and landmarks. Great men have used it to guide their lives
and govern their decisions. When the President of the United States
is inaugurated, he places his hand on the Bible and enlists God's help
in leading our nation. In spite of this, the Bible is often considered
a mysterious and difficult book to understand. People can be
unaware of its content, meaning, and value. Little do they realize that
on their bookshelf, tucked away in a drawer, or buried in the attic or
basement, rests a treasure waiting to be discovered. The keys to life
are to be found inscribed on the pages of Scripture. King David
declared as praise to God, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light
to my path” (Psalm 119:105).
Everyone believes something, and those beliefs are built upon
some kind of foundation. Upon what are your beliefs built? Are they
built upon the ideas of your family tradition, the current media
trend, the newest political ideas, an educational theory, your feelings,
or maybe your own version of all of the above? It is necessary to ask
if the foundation of your beliefs is solid and strong or weak and
unstable. Jesus told a story of two men. One built his house upon the
sand. When the rains, floods, and winds came, they slammed against
the house, and it was destroyed. The other built his house upon solid
rock, and when the rains, floods, and winds slammed against the
house, it remained solid and strong (Matthew 7:24-27). The foundation made the difference.
The Bible is the foundation for all that follows in this book. It
provides the answers to the most important and fundamental questions of life, some of which will be discussed later. Is this mysterious
book called the Bible a reliable foundation upon which to build?
The Bible is both solid and reliable because it is unique. It is the only
17
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one of its kind, different from every other book for a number of reasons. Let us briefly examine a few of them.
The Bible is unique in its arrangement
The Bible is actually not just one book but a library of books.
The 66 books are bound together, divided into two parts and
arranged by topic. The first part, called the Old Testament, contains
39 books. The last part, named the New Testament, contains 27. The
Bible is identified by a number of terms such as the Word of God, the
Word, God's word, the Scripture, and the Law or the Writings.
The Bible is unique in its continuity
The Bible was written and compiled over the course of about
1,500 years. There were approximately forty different authors from
various walks of life. Slaves and sovereign kings, patriarchs and politicians, priests and prophets, teachers and tax collectors, physicians
and fishermen, merchants and magistrates, lawyers and laborers all
had a part in this awesome task. The Scripture was also written on
three continents: Asia, Africa, and Europe, and in three languages:
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. It was written from prisons and
palaces, dungeons and deserts, cities and small towns, in times of war
and in times of peace, through times of famine and prosperity, in the
heights of joy and in the depths of despair, and it includes many controversial topics. Yet, in spite of all the diversity, it harmonizes perfectly and never contradicts itself in philosophy or fact. It remains
consistent and clear. It would be unreasonable to think that human
beings alone could produce such a work. The consistency of the
Bible and the consistency of its message can only be explained by
divine inspiration. God was involved in leading and guiding each
author.
The Bible is unique because of its accuracy
Never once has the Bible been proven wrong. The Bible mentions many people groups, historical events, individuals, and places
formerly thought to be myths. Again and again, archeological dis18

THE MYSTERY UNVEILED

coveries have shown the Bible to be accurate even to the finest
details. One example is that of Pontius Pilate, the man who condemned Jesus to death. It was assumed that since Pilate was not mentioned in any known writings other than the Bible, that he did not
truly exist. This would, of course, in a skeptic's mind, cast doubt on
the Bible's accuracy and the story of Jesus. However, a recent archeological excavation in the Israeli town of Caesarea, by the sea, uncovered a stone with an inscription dated to the first century. The information not only confirmed Pilate's existence but also added detail
that further substantiated the biblical record.
The Bible is unique in its survival
The Bible (Old and New Testament) has existed for about
2,000 years. From the days of the Roman emperors to modern-day
Communist regimes, the Bible has withstood many vicious attacks.
Many have tried to ban it, burn it, and outlaw it from existence, yet it
survives. The atheist philosopher, Voltaire, arrogantly proclaimed
that Christianity and the Bible would be swept away from existence.
Ironically, fifty years after Voltaire's death, the Geneva Bible Society
produced a stack of Bibles printed on Voltaire's own printing press.
Not only has the Bible survived attacks, it has also survived the
natural forces arrayed against it. The Bible was written on perishable
material (leather or parchment) and, therefore, had to be copied by
hand for hundreds of years before the invention of the printing
press. In spite of the fragile material, the style, integrity, and accuracy has never been compromised.
The Bible is unique because of its prophetic content
Prophecy in a biblical context is God's message to men. It
often includes the predicting of future events. The fact that the Bible
foretells the future with pinpoint accuracy and detail adds to its reliability. Predictions concerning Jesus Christ demonstrate these phenomena. There are approximately 300 fulfilled prophecies about
Jesus in the Old Testament, all of which were made at least 700 years
before his birth. These were not vague, “fortune-cookie-like” predic19
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tions that could apply to anyone, but specific facts. Specifics such as
the time, place, manner, and uniqueness of Jesus' birth were all foretold and fulfilled. His family ancestry, details of his life, the kind of
life he would lead, the manner and place of his death, and his burial
and resurrection from the dead were also predicted and fulfilled. To
further illustrate, Psalm 22 foretold that Jesus would be executed by
crucifixion. This is particularly amazing since the prediction was
made approximately 1,000 years before Jesus was born and before
the Romans even invented this brutal type of execution. In his book,
The Science of God, Peter Stoner calculates the mathematical probability of one man in all of human history fulfilling just eight of the 300
prophecies as being 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000 or 1 in 10 to the
17th power. There is enough prophetical evidence about Jesus alone
to support the reliability of the Bible. Prophecy not only proves the
Bible reliable but also reveals the directing hand of God. Who, other
than God, would have an all-encompassing knowledge that would be
able to include future events?
The Bible is unique in its purpose
The Bible is not a random conglomeration of ancient writings. Every part makes a valuable contribution to the overall message.
The Bible is God's love letter to mankind and the road map to a relationship with Him through Jesus Christ. It is the story of Paradise lost
and Paradise regained. The Apostle John said, “But these have been
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31).
God has given us the Scripture to lead us to faith in His truth. The
Apostle Paul said, “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope” (Romans 15:4). He
also said, “All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training…” (2 Timothy 3:16).

20
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The Bible is unique because of its power
The Bible is also a powerful book because it is alive, not the
paper, ink, or leather, but the message. It is not merely a collection
of interesting old stories or teachings. “For the word of God is living
and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far
as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able
to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).
There are numerous testimonies illustrating the life-changing power
of God's word. Men and women imprisoned by drugs and alcohol
have been set free. Thieves and murderers have been transformed,
relationships have been reconciled, stone-hard hearts softened, and
people bound by bitterness, anger, resentment, and rejection have
been made whole by God's message of love. The entrance of God's
word has healed every conceivable type of sickness and disease and
even turned financial disasters into prosperity. God's word gives hope
to the hopeless, sight to the blind, strength to the feeble, family to
the orphaned, wisdom to the weak-minded, guidance to the seeker,
and peace to the troubled soul, but, most importantly, God's word
leads us to the true and only source of life: God Himself. The apostle
Peter said, “His divine power has granted to us…His precious and
magnificent promises (God's word) so that by them you may become
partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:3-4).
The Bible is unique because of the need for faith
The last consideration in this chapter is the issue of “faith.”
For our purpose here we will define faith as simply the willingness to
believe and trust in something or someone. All of us exhibit faith on
varying levels. The last time you sat down in a chair you exercised
faith in its ability to hold you. When you drive, you exhibit faith in
the vehicle, its engineering, your ability to control it, and the ability
of other drivers to drive safely. True faith always involves a measure
of risk. There are many “what ifs” in life that cannot be known. In
spite of the risks and numerous unknowns, we venture off into our
daily activities without so much as a concerned thought.

21
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Faith in the Bible is every bit as reliable as the chair upon
which you sit or the car you drive. In fact, it is more reliable. Jesus
said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass
away” (Matthew 24:35). This is not a blind faith built upon speculation or superstition; it is established upon a number of significant
realities. Its arrangement, continuity, accuracy, survival, prophecy,
power, and purpose all substantiate its reliability and divine authorship. However, no matter how convincing a case is made, one must
still be willing to exercise faith that God's word is true.
The story is told of a tightrope walker that would perform his
act by pushing a wheelbarrow across a wide ravine hundreds of feet
above the canyon floor. The man walked across once with relative
ease. The crowd cheered with approval.
“Do you think I can do it again?” he asked the crowd.
“Yes, yes!” the crowd shouted back.
“Do you think I can do it with a man in my wheelbarrow?”
“Yes, yes, yes!” they shouted even more fervently than before.
“Any volunteers?” asked the tightrope walker.
The crowd fell silent.
To say we believe something is easy. To have faith is something
quite different. Faith is vital to the understanding of spiritual truth.
The things taught in the Bible are not merely academically and intellectually discerned. They are made known as God opens the mind
and heart of the reader by faith. Faith is released as God's word is
heard and understood. “Faith comes from hearing... the word of
God” (Romans 10:17).
Would you pray this simple prayer before you proceed with
this book? Dear God, I pray that You will open my heart and mind
to receive Your Word. Amen!

22

TWO
The Mystery of the Origin of Life
“In the beginning GOD…” (Genesis 1:1)

23

THE MYSTERY UNVEILED

God does exist
Have you ever wondered if there is a God? The Gallup organization reports that the vast majority of people say they believe in
God. However, very often their belief has no serious impact upon
their life. The fact is God has and always will exist. He is eternal,
meaning He has no beginning and no ending. As the treasure seeker assumes the existence of a treasure to be found, the Bible presumes the existence of God and offers no explanation regarding His
origin. The very first words in the Bible state simply, “In the beginning God…” (Genesis 1:1). Psalm 90:2 states, “Before the mountains
were born or you gave birth to earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.” The Scripture also says, “And
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek
Him” (Hebrews 11:6). We therefore begin our mystery-solving journey with the presupposition, or “faith,” that God, the treasure we
seek, exists. The treasure we seek is not “fool's gold” but the most
valuable and lasting prize of all, a relationship with God.
God created the universe
Many wrestle with understanding the origin of the universe.
Where did the planets, stars, animals, plants, and human beings
come from? Did creation come about by random chance or by some
cosmic explosion? Are the intricate details of nature merely an accident, or is there a designer behind the design?
Our culture in general has accepted the view that the universe
and its contents came into being by a “big bang” – a cosmic explosion. This set in motion a chain reaction, producing a series of evolutionary changes resulting in the existence of the world we presently see and experience. All of nature came into being by random
chance. This theory is taught as fact in our high schools and universities. I believe, however, it is legitimate to examine this view by asking its supporters and teachers a few questions. From where did the
space for the “big bang” and resulting universe come? From where
did the matter originate to create the explosion? From where did the
25
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laws of the universe such as gravity and inertia originate? How could
an explosion produce the perfect order we observe in our universe?
Where did all the energy come from to do the organizing? How
could live matter come from dead matter or rock? These are but a
few of the dozens of questions that “Big Bang” evolutionists cannot
even begin to answer. Try this experiment. Take a nine-piece child's
puzzle, disassemble it, and toss the pieces up into the air allowing
them to fall to the floor. I ask you now, how many times will you have
to repeat this action before all nine pieces come down completely
assembled in perfect order? Now perform the same test on an intricately designed watch. You can readily see that it is virtually impossible for the puzzle or the watch to assemble by itself. How much more
impossible would it be for this world, with all of its complexities, to
be the result of random chance or an explosion? Dr. Richard
Dawkins from the Department of Zoology at Oxford University said,
“The more statistically improbable a thing is, the less we can believe
it happened by random chance. Superficially, the obvious alternative
to chance is an intelligent designer” (New Scientist, April 15, 1982 p.
130; Hovind, page 9). No building has ever been designed without a
designer, and no masterpiece has ever been created without a master.
Evolutionary theory carries no more weight than a child's fairy tale.
Dr. Kent Hovind illustrates the point with a formula. In fairy tales we
are told that a frog plus magic spell (usually a kiss) equals a prince.
In evolution we are told that a frog plus time equals a prince.
Professor Louis Bounoure, former president of the Biological Society
of Strasbourg said, “Evolution is a fairy tale for grownups. This theory has helped nothing in the progress of science. It is useless”
(Hovind, page 9). It is so much more reasonable to believe that an
all-knowing and all-powerful God created the universe and all life.
Evolution stands firmly in mid-air. There is no solid evidence to support it whatsoever. In spite of the lack of legitimate evidence, intelligent and educated people everywhere choose to believe the fairy tale
over the obvious alternative. Sir Arthur Keith (who wrote the forward
to the hundredth-anniversary edition of Darwin's Origin of the Species,
1959) said, “Evolution is unproved and unprovable. We believe it
26
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because the only alternative is special creation, and that is unthinkable.” Why is belief in a creator, God, so unthinkable? It could be
argued that many simply do not desire to accept the responsibility
that obviously accompanies a belief in God. If there is a God and
man is His creation, then the Creator may have some expectations
man must fulfill. The fact is God did create. This point is clearly stated in the Bible, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth” (Genesis 1:1). This means God, by specific, purposeful action,
designed and established the universe, its laws, and all it contains,
including human beings.
God created man
At the completion of each creative phase, God declared His
work “good.” After creating man, however, He declared it was “very
good” (Genesis 1:31). Man became the unique and crowning masterpiece in all God's creative enterprise, an extension of Himself.
God is the giver of life. He created Adam (the first man) in His own
image. He designed and formed the physical body. That body, however, remained a lifeless shell until the impartation of his immortal
soul. “The Lord God… breathed into his nostrils the breath of life”
(Genesis 2:7). A soul once created will never cease to exist. The soul
makes man truly alive. In the same way a glove without a hand is nonfunctional, dead, and lifeless, so is the body without the soul.
God planned for man, soul, and body to live forever in harmony with the universe, the rest of creation, other human beings
and, most importantly, with Him. Man was given a free will with
which to make choices and the authority and power to carry them
out. God entrusted man with the entirety of His creation. He was
the king or ruling monarch of the universe. Adam was commanded
to reproduce and populate the earth. He was to rule, guard, and care
for God's creative handiwork (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-16). The key to
his continued reign was maintaining his life-giving connection to
God. If the connection remained intact, man would continue to live
with purpose, value, security, and love. If broken, the consequences
would be devastating. Unfortunately, man's choice ruined the won27
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derful plan of God. The world, as we presently experience it, falls far
short of God's original intent. In the next chapter we will look more
closely at the destruction we observe today because of Adam's inadequate response to the entrance of evil into God's pristine creation.

28

THREE
The Mystery of Satan and Evil
“The whole world lies in the power of the evil one.”
(1 John 5:19)
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Why does evil exist?
If God is good, all-powerful, and loving, why is there evil in the
world and why doesn't God do something about it? This is truly one
of the great mysteries of life. This question is both complex and emotionally charged. The hurt and pain that exist in our world and even
in our own lives intensify the question and can produce confusion
and frustration. Many, in an effort to attach blame somewhere, blame
God and become angry with Him. Again, the Bible has valuable
information that will help us understand this mystery.
The fall of Satan
The Bible explains that God not only created the natural universe but also the supernatural one. He created angels to serve Him
and the human race (Psalm 103:20; Hebrews 1:14). The chief angel,
Lucifer, also called Satan, the Devil, and a variety of other names,
rejected this subservient position. He mounted a hate-based, pridemotivated rebellion against God. Satan's attempt to overthrow God's
throne failed, and he, along with one third of the angels, were judged
(Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:11-19; Revelation 12:4). God prepared
an everlasting prison of torment for them called Death, Hell, or the
Lake of Fire. Although not yet imprisoned, Satan and all his followers will be at God's appointed time (Revelation 20:10).
Satan, having failed in his first attempt, changed his strategy.
“Since I cannot defeat God directly,” he reasoned, “I will defeat the
one He loves most. I will defeat His highest creation, the crowning
masterpiece of His hand – man. All I have to do is convince man to
break his connection to God by disobedience, to cause him to sin. I
will then control him and all he possesses.”
The fall of man
Adam and his wife, Eve, lived in a beautiful garden called
Eden. They lived in perfect harmony with their environment, each
other, and with God. It was their responsibility to guard, cultivate,
and maintain stewardship over the world they were given, the garden
in which they lived, and their life-giving connection to God. God gave
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them just one rule to keep: do not eat from the tree in the middle of
the garden (Genesis 3:3). Obedience to this rule would maintain
the life-giving connection between God and his creation. Breaking
this rule would cut the life-cord. God and man would be separated,
and man would die.
Adam failed in his initial responsibility to guard his garden.
He allowed Satan, the enemy of God, to enter. He further progressed
in his failure by allowing Eve to be influenced by Satan and, finally,
failed completely by falling prey to Satan's temptation himself when
he ate the fruit.
After Satan's rebellion against God, although temporarily
retaining his mobility, freedom, and ability to influence, he was
stripped of his heavenly position. Satan, in conversation with Eve,
began to cast doubt on God's truthfulness and loving intentions. He
implied that God was lying and did not really mean what He said.
“Indeed has God said, you shall not eat from any tree of the garden?”
asked Satan. Eve responded, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle
of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or
you will die.'” Satan then contradicts God directly saying, “You surely
shall not die, for God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like God knowing good and evil”
(Genesis 3:4-5).
Adam and Eve thought Satan offered them something of
value that God was unwilling to give them. They believed the lie of
Satan and ate the fruit. “And when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and
she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate” (Genesis 3:6).
The aftermath of the fall of man
This willful act of treason and open disobedience severed the
life-cord; man's relationship with God was broken. They discovered
too late that God cannot lie and would not withhold any good thing
from them if they obeyed. Satan's scheme to cause separation
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between God and man succeeded. Therefore, Satan took ownership
of the earth and its inhabitants. Adam and Eve fell out of a loving,
life-sustaining relationship with God and consequently succumbed to
the life-destroying, despotic, and tyrannical rule of Satan.
They lost the weight of God's glory, their purpose for living,
their significance, and value. For the first time they experienced the
depressing feelings caused by guilt and shame. They traded beauty
for ashes, strength for weakness, confidence for fear, and order for
chaos. They realized they were naked, not merely unclothed but out
from under the protective canopy of God. They covered themselves
with leaves in a desperate attempt to relieve their stress and undo
their sinful act, but the damage had been done. A broken-hearted
and loving God called to them; they tried in vain to hide, but as the
Bible states, “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all
things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have
to do” (Hebrews 4:13).
A number of factors in this Bible story help explain the mystery of evil. First, evil exists because Satan and his negative influence
still exist. Satan desires to inflict pain upon God by inflicting pain,
suffering, and destruction upon humanity. Secondly, when God gave
Adam dominion over creation, He trusted him totally. He did not
make him a puppet ruler or robot. God created him with the capacity for free will and choice and the accompanying responsibility for
the consequences of those choices, whether good or bad. God chose
to respect man's decisions.
Thirdly, evil exists because man, in spite of having the choice,
power, and authority to stop evil, failed in his responsibility. The
result of this failure still affects the world today. Adam, unlike the little boy with his finger in the dike, released the flood. He opened a
Pandora's Box. Sickness, disease, disaster, difficulty, suffering, injustice, atrocities, rape, incest, abuse, all evil and its potential were
released upon the world because of Adam's sin. Relational conflict,
painful childbirth, sweating, and even thorns and weeds resulted
from the fall of man. The Bible says creation itself groans and suffers
because of the evil that entered the world (Romans 8:18-23). The
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question remains, however, why didn't God do something? The
answer to that question is that God has done something. As you read
further, you will discover the marvelous plan and solution God
designed. God will bring justice to the world. Every drop of innocent
blood ever shed will one day be vindicated. Every violation ever perpetrated will one day be rectified. Every atrocity ever imposed upon
others will one day be accounted for.
The Bible says in Revelation 21:4-8, “And He will wipe every
tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will
no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have
passed away. And He who sits on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.' And He said, ‘Write, for these words are faithful
and true.' Then He said to me, ‘It is done. I am the Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts
from the spring of the water of life without cost. He who overcomes
will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be my son.
But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars,
their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death.’”
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FOUR
The Mystery of Physical and Spiritual Death
“The soul who sins will die.” (Ezekiel 18:4)
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The certainty of death
Benjamin Franklin said, “… In this world nothing is certain
but death and taxes.” From the biblical standpoint, death is the ultimate tax. God told Adam and Eve, “From any tree of the garden you
may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely
die” (Genesis 2:16-17).
Death means separation
It is necessary at this point to understand the meaning of
death. Death is not the cessation of existence. Some believe that after
we die we merely go into the ground and cease to exist. Nothing
could be further from the truth. At conception God imparts to every
person an immortal soul; therefore, every person will exist forever.
The word death can best be defined by the term separation. There are
two kinds of separation or “death” to be considered. They are physical and spiritual death. In physical death the bodily functions cease
as the immortal soul separates from the body and departs. Spiritual
death is the state of being separated from God. When Adam sinned
by disobeying God, both kinds of death came into existence.
Spiritual death was immediate; his soul was at once separated from
God (though not from his body). His physical death, however, progressed over time. A branch severed from a tree retains life for a
short time but eventually dries up and dies. Man separated from God
retains his physical life for a while but, like the severed branch, eventually dies.
Death entered because of sin
It was never God's intention for man to experience either
kind of death. The connection between body and soul and soul and
God was never to have been severed. This life-giving connection, the
intertwining of God's heart and man's heart, was to fulfill each
other's relational needs forever.
This precious connection would remain unbroken as long as
man honored the one and only command God established. Man was
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forbidden from eating the fruit from the tree in the middle of the
garden. This command created a conditional agreement called a
covenant. The tree was in the center of the garden and served as the
symbol of their fidelity. It was like the wedding ring, a visual testimony of conjoined hearts. If the vow was kept, life as God designed
and intended would continue; if not, the imprisonment of death
would result. When Adam and Eve ate the fruit, they broke their part
of the covenant.
Death passed down to all
Adam and Eve, being the first people, became the parents of
the human race; therefore, the consequences of their transgression
would carry on to every person yet to be born. Because of their sin,
all are born into a state of spiritual death, separated from God.
Physical life, though temporary, continues for a time, but all will die.
Like a disease genetically passed down from parent to child, sin and
death passed to all. The Bible says, “Therefore, just as through one
man (Adam) sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and
so death spread to all men because all sinned.” (Romans 5:12). The
Bible also says, “All have sinned… and the wages of sin is
death…”(Romans 3:23; 6:23).
The destination of the dead
What happens to those who die, and what is their existence
like? After a person dies, their soul leaves the body and enters either
a place of rest and peace with God or enters a prison-like place of torment (The Bible calls it Hades). Luke 16:19-31 provides additional
information (Turn to the text and read). Jesus tells the story of two
men, one a rich man who flaunted his wealth with extravagant living,
the other a poor man who was both sick and destitute. After their
physical deaths, Lazarus, the poor man, was taken to a place of comfort and rest and the rich man to a place of fiery torment. Several
observations are relevant to our discussion. First, note that whether
rich or poor, sick or healthy, educated or uneducated, all eventually
die. Death is the inevitable end for every person. Next, we see that
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only two destinations are possible – one of peace and rest, the other
of torment. It is also clear that each one was conscious and aware of
his surroundings. In death our consciousness continues. All those
who have died or who will ever die remain awake and aware. Notice
also that sensations continue. The rich man felt the pain of his flaming environment and Lazarus the comfort of his.
Emotions continue as well. Memory of life on earth and how
it was lived is evidenced in this story. Concern for loved ones left
behind is seen in the plea of the rich man on behalf of his brothers.
Regret can be observed in the rich man's lament over his situation
and cries for mercy. Abraham, the Old Testament patriarch, is mentioned. This indicates that, in death, we join others who have died
before us. The dead are knowledgeable of and conversant with the
circumstances during life on earth. Lastly, notice that the appeal for
mercy was not granted. It was too late. Life in the present is the time
granted us to determine where we will live after death.
The Bible says, “God is love” (1 John 4:16). Love is the foundational, all-encompassing quality of God's nature. His love is
revealed in His trustworthiness, justice, holiness, and righteousness,
as well as His kindness and mercy. The covenant God established with
man emphatically stated that death is the judgment for sin. This presented our loving God with a powerful challenge. His righteous holiness demanded justice. His trustworthiness demanded His continued
fidelity to the covenant. His mercy and kindness, however, would not
allow Him to destroy or annihilate man and His creation. God was
certainly unwilling to leave the creation He loved under the control
of Satan. The situation demanded action, but what could God do?
Since God cannot lie, changing or altering the agreement previously
established was not an option. How then could God legitimately act
and keep His word? How could the broken fellowship and relationship be restored? How could God and man be reconciled? And how
could the conflict within God's heart be resolved? How could God
rescue man from the prison of death? All of these questions will be
answered as we continue on our quest to understand God's mystery.

39

40

FIVE
The Mystery of Good Works
“By works…no flesh will be justified in His sight.”
(Romans 3:20)
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In this chapter we will expose the false idea that man, by his
own initiative, design, works, or goodness, can make himself right
with God. To assume that we, by our good behavior and/or religious
activities, can restore ourselves to God is an unnecessary burden, a
futile impossibility and human arrogance. However, the good news
is that God has provided the means for us to be reunited with Him.
We must humble ourselves by following His plan, the only way to salvation.
God's way or my way
The “fall of man” deeply embedded within the human soul a
rebellion against God in the form of self-rule. Burger King's slogan
“Have it your way” and Frank Sinatra's “I Did It My Way” are illustrations that express the DNA of our American culture and basic human
thinking in general. The many religions and philosophies in the
world are evidence of man's rigorous and elaborate attempts to do
things his way. This is not a new phenomenon. In fact, it has existed from the beginning of time. Adam and Eve were the first to sing
Frank's song. They did it their way, and the destruction that resulted
continues to this day.
After Adam and Eve sinned, they covered themselves with fig
leaves. This was their feeble attempt to absolve themselves of their
sin by their own design. God determined this to be ineffective and
unacceptable. He expelled them from the garden, performed the
first animal sacrifice and made coverings for them. This act served as
a demonstration of what God expected as the means of forgiveness.
Adam and Eve's son, Cain, brought a sacrifice of grain as his attempt
to do things his way and avoid God's way. It, too, was unacceptable
and ineffective. Abel, their other son, brought the prescribed animal
sacrifice, which God received. Cain became enraged because Abel's
sacrifice was accepted while his was rejected. His self-centered envy
led him to murder Abel. The Bible says, “There is a way which seems
right to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12).
Man has become innately selfish and egocentric. He demands
that those around him meet his perceived needs. It takes little time
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for parents to be bombarded by the dictatorial demands of a newborn. The cute and cuddly, soft and helpless, awe-inspiring, yet oft
times vulnerable little tyrant will not be quieted until every want and
desire is met! This reality changes little with age. Although over time
he may gain a bit more sophistication or learn to be more subtle in
his approach, given the right circumstances, the demanding, self-centered, self-loving dictator rears his ugly head. Isn't it amazing that
children never have to be taught to be selfish? Can you imagine a
mother telling her child, “Susie, you are sharing far too much. It's
OK for you to play with your toys for a while, too.”
Man is fundamentally good, so it's not his fault?
Many of the popular philosophies of the day begin with an
underlying presupposition that man is fundamentally good.
Although this view seems pleasant and positive, its proponents must
still wrestle with the question of evil, its origin and effects.
Maintaining this view requires its supporters to shift the responsibility for evil from man himself to exterior causes. Most commonly it is
proposed that evil exists because of broken families, poverty, lack of
education, poor self-esteem, or a plethora of other factors. Some say,
“It's not his fault; it's the environment. If we change his environment
and tell him he is good, then he will be good.” Man must reach down
deep inside of himself and discover the well of goodness, tap into it
and let it flow. This utopian idealism just does not match the reality
of the world in which we live. It creates a form of denial, a way to
mask or anesthetize oneself from the internal presence of guilt and
shame and the pain and depression they bring. Evil exists and can
be found in every conceivable walk of life, not just in those deemed
by the experts as a bad environment.
The tendency to shift responsibility began in Eden. Adam
lived in a perfect environment. He had no parents or oppressive society to blame. There was no poverty or deficiency of any kind in Eden.
He was not abused or rejected. No one told Adam he was “bad”; in
fact, he was the “apple of God's eye.” But, in spite of his perfect environment, he sinned and shifted the blame onto his wife and God.
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“The woman You gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and
I ate” (Genesis 3:12). Eve shifted blame onto the serpent. And the
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate” (Genesis 3:13).
The fact is that we cannot sin and then legitimately shift blame to
other causes. We must be willing to take full responsibility for our
own sinful actions.
I'm as “good” as the next guy
Taking responsibility for our sinful thoughts, words, and
actions causes feelings of guilt and shame. Many, therefore, seek
relief or comfort by comparing themselves to others. This develops
into the common belief that one deserves heaven simply because he
views himself as better or exhibiting more goodness than others –
maybe even better than some who claim to be religious. One may
conclude, “After all, I've never killed anyone, never beat my kids or
cheated on my wife. I pay my taxes, give an honest day's work, put
some money in the Salvation Army kettle at Christmas. I'm an allaround good guy. I've never done anything really bad. Why shouldn't I go to heaven?” Paul said, “But when they measure themselves by
themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding” (II Corinthians 10:12). Some, to be sure, exhibit better behavior than others do, but that is irrelevant. Whether you
have one cancer cell or are full of tumors, there is a problem that
needs to be dealt with. If the assignment was to jump across the
Atlantic Ocean and you could jump twenty-five feet and the next person could jump only five, what would be the difference in relationship to the goal? God's standard is absolute perfection. If you act a
little better, or even a lot better, than the next person, it must still be
asked, “Are you absolutely perfect. Are you sinless, without fault in
every thought, word, and deed?” If you are honest enough to answer
no, then you are on your way to understanding the truth that will save
your life.
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Being “good” is enough
Many people believe that by being “good” or doing good
things, one can qualify for heaven. A survey our church conducted a
few years ago confirmed this observation. 80% of the respondents
confirmed the statement, “You can get to heaven by being good.”
This popular notion is a deception that must be exposed. The bible
makes it clear that there is no cause/effect relationship between
good works, being good and getting into heaven. This view is as
much a fantasy as believing that a cancer patient will be cured by
helping a blind person safely across a busy street. The effects of
Adam's sin reach to the genetic and spiritual core of the human
heart; therefore, no amount of personal goodness or “good works”
can reverse that. God showed Adam and Eve that they could not save
themselves, but another who meets His standard of perfection would
come and redeem them. The Apostle Paul said, “For by grace you
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians
2:8-9).
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SIX
The Mystery of the Blood Covenant
and Sacrifice
“Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”
(Hebrews 9:22)
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God cannot lie
God is a covenant maker. A covenant is a permanently binding contract. In this chapter we will briefly examine three foundational covenants. Biblical faith is built upon the covenants God made
with Adam, Abraham, and Moses.
There was a time in our culture when “a man's word was his
bond,” and a handshake was as good as a signed contract. Today
lying, cheating, making promises one never intends to keep, or
reneging on an agreement seem to be an accepted way of life.
“Everyone does it!” many say, referring to CEOs, politicians, salespeople, lawyers, news reporters, parents, bosses, employers and
employees, and even the clergy. Is there anyone who tells the whole
and unslanted truth? Is there an escape from the “spin doctors?”
Who can we believe? Is it any wonder we have become a skeptical and
cynical society?
Any agreement is only as dependable as the trustworthiness of
the parties involved. The Bible states plainly, “God cannot lie”
(Hebrews 6:18; Titus 1:2; Numbers 23:19; 2 Timothy 2:13). Although
it was stated earlier, it is worth repeating, God does not merely
choose not to lie, He CANNOT LIE. He is incapable of it. What He
says is true, and what He says He will do. The Bible also testifies that
God does not change (Malachi 3:6; 1 Samuel 15:29; James 1:17). God
is not subject to the winds of public opinion, the dictates of emotional swings, the rise and fall of the stock market, or some hidden
political agenda. When God speaks, there is no chance that His word
will be broken. There is security, peace, and rest in the trustworthiness of God Almighty. When God established the covenant, “Since
He could swear by no greater He swore by Himself” (Hebrews 6:13).
In the covenant God put Himself, His very nature and existence on
the line.
God's covenant with Adam: the aftermath of the fall of man
From the very beginning, God established that the relational
covenant would be maintained by obedience alone. In the aftermath
of Adam's sin, God began to reveal His wonderful plan of redemp49
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tion, the path back to communion with Him.
Although God is transcendent and separate from His creation, He is also umbilically linked. God Himself experienced great
loss when man sinned and would experience even more loss in his
restoration. Adam and Eve experienced great loss as well. As soon
as they ate the forbidden fruit, they realized that they were naked.
This recognition was not merely a realization that they were
unclothed but that they were spiritually dead. Their God-given
source of life, their protective covering, their weight, worth, and
value were gone. The glory God gave them and placed around them
had been lifted. Adam and Eve were now out of harmony with each
other, creation, and, more importantly, their Creator. They were literally stripped of their authority and humiliated. Like a deep-sea
diver cut off from his oxygen supply, Adam and Eve began to gasp for
the breath of life. Their rebellion, and the enemy's deception, led to
their death. In their panic and desperation, they frantically attempted to recover their loss but realized they were helpless. Like ostriches sticking their heads in the sand, they thought they could hide from
the all-seeing, all-knowing God of the universe. Like a child who has
broken the living room lamp and tries to glue it back together in
hopes of avoiding discovery, they covered themselves with fig leaves.
They believed they could survive on their own, but one bite of the
fruit of disobedience destroyed them.
The book of Genesis, chapter three, records the events following Adam and Eve's sin. In the cool of the day, God entered the
garden to fellowship with them, but this time something was wrong.
Although God knew exactly what had happened and where they
were, He called to them anyway. “Adam, where are you?” When God
confronted him, Adam, rather than admitting his wrong and facing
the truth, shifted blame. Little has changed in the human condition
since Eden. People still avoid taking responsibility for their actions.
God then outlined the specific consequences of sin, called
judgment. God judged Adam, Eve, and Satan, as well. The consequence of that judgment, referred to in the Bible as the “curse,”
extended even into creation itself, and affects the human condition
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to the present. Thorns, thistles, pain in childbirth, sickness, disease,
death, and even sweating, all originated from the curse. Judgment
was necessary because the covenant-making God is holy, righteous,
and just, but He is also full of mercy, kindness, and grace. His love
and fidelity compelled Him to act on behalf of fallen man. God,
unwilling to leave Adam, Eve, and all mankind in that broken and
desperate state demonstrated His love by unveiling His plan for
redemption. Redemption means to be bought back. A price would
have to be paid to release man from the prison of death, remove him
from Satan's control, restore his divine connection, and reclaim his
rightful place of authority. The destruction of a house does not nullify the mortgage. The payment contract continues while a price to
rebuild is piled onto the rubble. Adam, believing he was being
offered a better deal, sold out to Satan. The house was then
destroyed, and Satan took ownership and demanded immediate payment. Adam was left with nothing. Since he could not pay, he and
all that followed him, became prisoners and slaves of Satan. How
could God buy man back? What would be the price of man's redemption?
The blood covenant
Do you remember those old western movies when, with
unsheathed knife, an Indian-brave and a cowboy made an incision in
each other's hand, mingled their blood and became inseparably
joined forever? They were then considered blood brothers. This ritual was not conceived in the imagination of a Hollywood moviemaker. It did not begin on the frontier of the American West. This
rite originated with God Himself, and has been practiced for centuries in the most ancient of cultures, from Africa to the Middle East.
It is important at this point to understand in greater depth
the significance of the term “blood covenant.” The word covenant,
in its most literal definition, means “to cut.” It also means to bond.
A blood covenant is the oldest, most ironclad, and permanent form
of contractual agreement. The covenant is cut between two parties.
It is initiated by the one of greater stature or power and accepted by
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one of lesser stature or power. The parties would remain connected
as long as they lived and would be considered family, “blood” relatives. This covenant came with all the rights and privileges afforded
those of natural birth, including the right of inheritance. A covenant
was established with responsibilities each party must maintain. If
kept, the benefits or blessings of the agreement would continue. If
broken, certain negative consequences or curses would result. When
God breathed into Adam the breath of life, this kind of permanent
and eternal covenant was established.
God's great dilemma
Adam's violation perverted but did not dissolve the eternal
covenant. Therefore, God was faced with a dilemma. It was unacceptable for Him to leave the destruction as it was, so an adequate
substitute needed to be found to restore Adam's failure. This substitute, however, had to meet two requirements. First, he must be a
human being free from the contaminants of sin inherited from
Adam. Secondly, he must remain strong, pure, and sinless in the face
of the same kind of temptations Adam faced, thus succeeding where
Adam failed. He must defeat temptation, sin, Satan, and death by
never breaking his connection to God. This created a serious challenge. Since every person born from Adam was genetically contaminated by sin, where could a sinless substitute be found?
Whereas God is all knowing, He was not blindsided by this situation. He decided before the foundation of the world how He
would deal with this problem. He offers an expression of hope even
in the midst of devastating failure and judgment. God, by prophetic
promise, declares that He will bring about restoration and reconciliation. God said, “And I will put enmity (conflict) between you
(Satan) and the woman and between your seed and her seed; He
shall bruise you on the head and you shall bruise him on the heel”
(Genesis 3:15). This verse predicts that a human being, the seed of
a woman, though wounded, would deliver a fatal blow to the head of
Satan, thereby defeating him completely. The question remains, however, who will this deliverer be?
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The blood sacrifice: a plan to keep the connection alive
Since the covenant with Adam was broken but not eliminated,
God set up an interim plan. Like a tourniquet tightened around a
gushing wound, a temporary policy “rider” was needed to keep the
God/man connection alive. It would allow man to remain connected, show him how to live and identify the prophesied covenant substitute. It would last only until the originally-established covenant
could be restored and a new one established.
God introduced this second or interim covenant when He
killed an animal, shed its blood, and made coverings for Adam and
Eve. This act was the first blood sacrifice and became the seal and signature on the interim covenant (Genesis 3:21). Although this is not
specifically termed a blood sacrifice in the Genesis account, that fact
becomes clear in light of the rest of scripture. Blood was shed, and
clothes were made with the animal skins. The shedding of blood has
great significance to the matter at hand. Blood symbolizes both
death and life. By this act, God explained that sin always causes
death, and blood will be the only covering and payment for sin. God
also communicated to Adam and Eve the truth that they could never
save themselves. An innocent one must die as a substitute for their
guilt. Innocent blood will save the life of the guilty. The interim
agreement was activated when Adam and Eve accepted and wore the
skins God made for them. Though they themselves were guilty, they
were literally covered with innocent blood. This made them temporarily acceptable to God. The first part of the Bible, called the Old
Testament, provides a progressive and detailed explanation of the
interim covenant and the prophetic hope of future restoration.
God's covenant with Abraham: a homeland and bloodline for the
promised seed
The fact of a coming covenant substitute, the “seed,” was
established in God's promise to Adam (Genesis 3:15). God later took
a lamb and covenanted with a man named Abraham. By doing so,
He established the bloodline and land out of which the promised
one would come. God promised Abraham a parcel of land that later
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became known as the land of Israel. He also promised him a large
family, and through his offspring, the entire world would be blessed
(Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18). This promise was of particular interest
to Abraham and Sarah, since they were both very old and, to that
point, childless. God proved his trustworthiness and power when, at
the age of ninety, Sarah miraculously conceived and gave birth to a
baby boy whom they named Isaac. To Isaac and Rebekah were born
twins, named Jacob and Esau. Jacob, whose name was later changed
to Israel, had twelve sons and became the father of the Jewish people.
God kept His promise to Abraham, for from him came an entire
nation, and from that nation came the one who blessed the entire
world.
God's covenant with Moses
God established the initial promise of the covenant substitute
with Adam (Genesis 3). He established the bloodline of the promised seed and the land out of which He would come with Abraham
(Genesis 18). Then God, through Moses in the book of Exodus, outlines in great detail an elaborate system of worship that prophetically points to and further identifies the promised seed.
Through a fascinating series of events, Jacob, later renamed
Israel, moved his children and their families to settle in Egypt. At
first they were treated as the king's guests and began to prosper abundantly. After about four hundred years, the original seventy people
had increased to an estimated two million. The political tide turned
when the Pharaoh became convinced that the Hebrews presented a
threat to his reign and the Egyptian culture. He began to oppress
them and made them his slaves. In an attempt to control the rising
population of Israelites, Pharaoh ordered that all the baby boys be
killed. Moses was one of the little ones marked for execution. When
his parents could hide him no longer, rather than have their baby
run through with an Egyptian spear, they built a basket boat and set
him adrift in the Nile River. As God's providence directed, the daughter of Pharaoh discovered the baby boy in the river, took him into the
palace, and raised him as her own. This Hebrew slave boy marked for
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death was raised and educated in an Egyptian palace with all the finery of the greatest empire of the day. Moses grew to maturity and saw
the oppression of his people. He took matters into his own hands
and, in an uncontrolled rage, killed an Egyptian slave master. He ran
from Egypt to escape the consequence of his action and found himself on the backside of a Middle Eastern desert, a lowly shepherd.
The prince had become a pauper.
The Jewish people, feeling the weight of increased oppression, began to cry out to the covenant-making God, the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, for deliverance. God heard their cry and
sent them a deliverer. In spite of Moses' reluctance and his most
unlikely status, God called and empowered him to be the human
instrument through which deliverance would come. God spoke to
Moses and instructed him to go to Egypt and command Pharaoh to
release the children of Israel. As expected, Pharaoh refused so God
sent a series of plagues upon Egypt to help Pharaoh change his mind.
The arrogant, stubborn, and prideful king resisted until after the
tenth plague. Moses, by God's command, instructed the people to
select a pure and spotless lamb without any defect. They were to kill
the lamb and brush some of its blood over the entrance of their houses. When the “death angel” saw the blood, it would bypass or pass
over that house. If blood was not applied, the first born in that family would die. Pharaoh did not heed the warning, and his first born,
the heir to the throne of Egypt, died. Pharaoh relented, and the
Hebrews, two million strong, began their exodus out of Egypt.
By the time the people reached the Red Sea, Pharaoh's stubbornness returned. He sent his army to force “his slaves,” the
Israelites, to return. The people were now caught between the Red
Sea and Pharaoh's approaching army. Moses lifted his shepherd's
staff, and God opened the sea. The multitude crossed over on dry
ground. When Pharaoh and his army entered the watery corridor,
God released the flow, and the Egyptian pursuers were drowned.
The Jewish “Passover” is the yearly commemoration of this great
event. This event reintroduced the covenant to God's chosen people.
In this story we see the common elements of the blood covenant.
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This time, as in the story of Abraham, an animal sacrifice was performed. The blood of this innocent creature became the covering
for death and the means of deliverance.
The Israelites were now free to worship God but did not know
how. God called Moses up onto Mount Sinai and gave him all the
necessary instructions. He delivered the Ten Commandments, the
design for their worship center, the forms for worship, the personnel
needed, and their responsibilities.
The Day of Atonement in the Jewish system of worship is of
particular importance to our discussion. Once a year, a sacrifice was
offered for the sins of the whole nation. The priest cleansed himself
and dressed in the garments of the common people. After sacrificing for his own sin, he sacrificed for the sins of the people. Two goats
were chosen; one became the sacrifice; the other, called the scapegoat, would later be set free. The priest took the goat of sacrifice,
laid his hands on its head and confessed the sins of the people, symbolizing the transfer of their sins onto the animal. This animal would
then die, its blood was shed and its life given as a covering for sin.
The priest then proceeded into the innermost room of the worship
center and placed the blood of sacrifice on a piece of furniture called
the Mercy Seat. After God accepted the sacrifice, the priest moved
back to the outer area, laid his hands upon the head of the other
goat and again confessed the sins of the people. He then tied a red
cord around its neck and released it. This symbolized freedom for
the guilty because of the death of the innocent.
Everything God outlined in Jewish worship served to identify
the coming deliverer who would become known as the promised
Messiah or the Lamb of God. We have learned thus far that the
Messiah must be a Jew, a descendent of Abraham from the country of
Israel. He must live a sinless and holy life in perfect union with God
and complete all the requirements of the covenant God made with
Adam. In spite of His innocence, His blood will be shed, and He will
die as the sacrificial lamb in the place of guilty mankind.
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SEVEN
The Mystery of Jesus Christ the Messiah
“I know that Messiah is coming.” (John 4:25)
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God keeps His promise
Thus far, we've learned of several prerequisites for the promised seed, the Messiah. He will come and destroy the works of Satan
and set aright the perversion created by Adam's sin. He will be a Jew,
a descendent of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and from the land of
Israel. He will be the final fulfillment of the laws and ceremonies
handed down to Moses. He must be like Adam, a human being, but
unlike Adam in that he must live a sinless and perfect life in constant
connection to God the Father. Another vital requirement must yet
be satisfied. This deliverer must not only be fully human, free from
the genetically transmitted contamination of sin, but He must also
die as the final sacrifice – the fulfillment of all previous sacrifices. In
a time of God's choosing, He unveils His plan.
In God's time
The Israelites, over the course of their history, periodically lost
sight of God's promise and doubted its trustworthiness. At times they
even abandoned the covenant altogether. God called upon the
prophets, His inspired messengers, to preach to the people. The
prophets would urge the people to “repent,” to turn back to the
promise of the covenant, back to God's relational provision and standard of morality. In these cycles of spiritual ups and downs, the
prophets often revealed more details that would further identify the
coming Messiah and rekindle the people’s hope. There are so many
such details that it would be impossible to treat them all in this writing. However, I will mention a few that are especially pertinent to our
discussion. The prophet Micah predicted that the Messiah would be
born in Bethlehem, a small town just south of Jerusalem (Micah 5:2).
Isaiah predicted that His birth would be a miracle. He would be conceived by God Himself through the Holy Spirit and born of a Jewish
virgin (Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7).
His virgin birth
In the first century A.D., about 2,000 years ago, the Jewish people were despondent and discouraged, experiencing yet another
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spiritual downturn. They were oppressed and under the control of
the Roman Empire. Their political leaders were puppets of the
emperor, and their religious leaders were spiritually impotent. It had
been approximately seven hundred years since Isaiah and Micah had
made their predictions and about four hundred years since the last
prophetic call to repentance. God then broke His silence and into
this depressive environment brought the hope of mankind.
The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, a virgin maiden engaged
to a man named Joseph. The angel told her that she would conceive
through the Holy Spirit, bear a son, and name Him Jesus. He would
also be called the “Son of God” (Luke 1:26-35). A short time after,
an angel appeared in a dream to Joseph, Mary's fiancé, and assured
him that God ordained what had happened to Mary. He must not
break the engagement but follow through with the marriage. The
angel told Joseph, “The child who has been conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for
He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:18-25).
Mary gave birth to a baby boy and named Him Jesus. An angel
appeared to shepherds and announced the child's birth. The angel
said, “I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). The shepherds ran in
fear and amazement to see the child and reported to Mary and
Joseph the message of the angel. They left glorifying God for all they
had seen. Soon after Jesus was born, astrologers from the East
noticed a sign in the heavens they called a star. This “star” began to
move, and as it did they followed. It led them to the place where
Jesus was. They worshipped the child and presented to Him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
The child of Mary met all the requirements of the promised
seed, the covenant substitute; He would be the Messiah. Everything
the prophets predicted came to pass; every promise God made was
fulfilled. Jesus would be fully human because He was born of a
woman. Through Mary He was a descendent of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. He was born in Bethlehem as Micah had predicted and born
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of a virgin as Isaiah had foretold. He would also be free from the
genetically transmitted contamination of sin, since He was conceived
directly by the Holy Spirit.
Another fact must be introduced at this point. By virtue of His
divine conception, Jesus was also fully God. He was deity. The apostle Paul said, “For in Him (Jesus) all the fullness of Deity dwells in
bodily form” (Colossians 2:9). John 1:1-3 says, “In the beginning was
the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God…all
things came into being through Him.” The word of God became a
human being. John 1:14 says, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, we saw His glory, as the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth.” This eternal one, previously known as the Word of
God, took on all the limitations of humanity. He must now grow to
maturity and demonstrate that He is the Messiah. He must live a sinless and perfect life and never break His communion with Father
God. He must fulfill all the requirements set down by Moses and die
as the sacrifice for the sins of mankind. In spite of the drama associated with the birth of Jesus – the angels, shepherds, the star, and
Eastern astrologers, He lived in relative obscurity and silence until
He was about thirty years old.
His baptism
The time had come for the promised seed to be introduced
publicly. John, the forerunner of Messiah and blood cousin of Jesus,
began declaring His arrival and preaching a message of repentance.
Those who responded to his appeal were baptized as a sign of their
commitment. Jesus made His way down to the Jordan River to be
baptized by John. John, seeing Jesus, made a revealing declaration,
“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John
1:29). In this statement John clearly identifies Jesus as the one who
would be the covenant substitute, the sacrificial lamb that would die
for the sins of the world. As Jesus came up out of the waters of baptism, in heavenly confirmation the Holy Spirit descended upon Him
in the form of a dove, and Father God spoke, saying, “This is my
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17).
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His temptation
Jesus was then compelled by the Spirit of God to go into the
wilderness. He met Satan face to face and endured the same kind of
temptation that Adam faced in the Garden of Eden. The goal of each
temptation was to convince Jesus to compromise, as Adam had done,
to veer off the path that God prescribed and accept the Satanic alternative. Satan clearly understood that Jesus came to dethrone him and
restore man to his rightful place. At one point the devil showed Jesus
all the kingdoms of the world and said, “I will give you all this domain
and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to
whomever I wish” (Luke 4:6). This proposal was a clear reference to
the temptation in the Garden of Eden, the time when Satan stole the
ownership of the universe from Adam. But this time the results
would be different! Jesus did not break, bend, or bow; He remained
strong and resolute. The Bible says He was tempted in all things as
we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15).
His miracles and ministry
When all the temptations were finished, Jesus returned from
the wilderness in the power of the Holy Spirit. With all the power of
a rampaging army, Jesus began to attack the dominion of Satan. The
Apostle John said, “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to
destroy the works of the devil” (1John 3:8). Luke said, “ You know of
Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and
power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed of the devil, for God was with Him” (Acts 10:38). Every
miracle Jesus performed was evidence that He was the promised
Messiah. He opened blinded eyes, cleansed the leprous, cast out
demons, cured the deaf and mute. He stilled a storm, walked on
water, multiplied food, healed the lame, and raised the dead.
He taught with authority, silenced the critics, confounded the
wise, and enlightened the simple-minded. He brought clarity to the
confused, light to darkened hearts, and peace to troubled minds. He
reconciled the disenfranchised, destroyed stereotypes, and empowered the oppressed. Everywhere He went, He proclaimed Himself to
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be the Messiah. Every word and deed pointed to this central truth.
The religious leaders professed a desire for the arrival of the
Messiah, but their own ambition and need for control blinded them
to the truth about Jesus. In spite of the overwhelming evidence that
pointed to His authenticity, they labeled Him a heretic and a blasphemer. Under the covert influence of Satan, they plotted His death.
Neither Satan nor the religious leaders understood what would be
the result of their evil plot. If they had understood, “They would not
have crucified the Lord of glory” (1Corinthians 2:8).
His triumphal entry
About three years had passed since Jesus began His public
ministry. Tensions with the religious leadership were quickly coming
to a head, and even more proof of Jesus' Messiahship would be
revealed. Since the Passover was approaching, it was necessary for
the high priest to select the sacrificial lamb. It was on “lamb selection
day” that Jesus entered Jerusalem followed by a thronging crowd of
worshippers. As the priest was selecting the pure and spotless lamb
for the yearly sacrifice, another pure and spotless sacrificial lamb was
being selected. His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the same day
the earthly priest chose the sacrifice for the interim covenant was no
coincidence. It was God's way of announcing that Jesus, His own
Son, was His choice as the final sacrifice. Jesus would die for the sins
of all mankind and, in so doing, fulfill the interim covenant.
His last Passover meal
About five days later, Jesus celebrated the Jewish Passover with
His disciples. This Passover would be like no other, for Jesus declared
again that He was the promised seed, the Messiah. Jesus told the disciples that He was about to die. He would be betrayed into the hands
of His enemies, falsely accused, tried, and executed as a fulfillment of
God's promise. His death, broken body, and shed blood would be
the fulfillment of the Passover instituted by Moses when the Israelites
were freed from Egyptian bondage. His blood would be the Lamb's
blood that would save them from death. He took the Passover
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emblems, the bread and wine, which were symbolic of the body and
blood of the lamb, and, after giving thanks, said, “This is my body,
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. And in the
same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, this cup which
is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood” (Luke 22:1920). Later the Apostle Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians, commented on the meaning of this event when he said, “For Christ our
Passover also has been sacrificed” (1Corinthians 5:7).
His crucifixion
After the meal, Jesus and the disciples went to pray in a garden called Gethsemane. The Jewish religious leaders, having
received from Judas specific information about Jesus' location, seized
the opportunity to arrest Him. They feared public reaction to executing Jesus through the Jewish legal system. Therefore, they manipulated the Roman governor into crucifying Him as an insurrectionist, a traitor of Rome.
Crucifixion was the most severe and horrible kind of execution to endure. The hands and feet of the naked victim were spiked
to a cross. Weakened over time because of the pain and loss of blood,
the victim became unable to raise his chest enough to get a full
breath. Over the course of many hours, the lungs slowly filled with
fluid, making breathing more and more difficult. He would eventually drown in his own mucus. This was the torturous death Jesus, the
Son of God, endured. It is no wonder that Jesus, in His prayer in
Gethsemane, cried out to God, as droplets of sweat mixed with blood
streamed down his face, “Father if you are willing, remove this cup
from me; yet not my will, but yours be done” (Luke 22:42). Though
He was perfect, sinless, and always acted in love, He died as a common criminal, the just for the unjust, and the innocent for the guilty,
God for man. The Apostle Paul said, “Although He existed in the
form of God, (He) did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant,
and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
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death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:5-8). At around 3
o’clock in the afternoon, the shofar (the ram's horn) sounded, and
the high priest sacrificed the chosen lamb. It was about the same time
that Jesus breathed His last and died. This was another obvious statement that Jesus became the sacrifice for mankind.
Jesus fulfilled all the Jewish feasts. The promised seed became
the covenant substitute, the Passover Lamb, the sacrifice of atonement, the scapegoat, and as John the Baptist declared, “The Lamb of
God that takes away the sin of the world.” His blood atoned for the
sins of all people for all time. As Jesus hung on the cross in agony,
He proclaimed, “Father forgive them” and “It is finished” (Luke
23:34; John 19:30).
Justice had now been served. The sin debt created by Adam's
failure had been paid. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore, just as
through one man (Adam) sin entered into the world, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned…
even so through the obedience of the One (Jesus) the many will be
made righteous” (Romans 5:12,19). He also said of Jesus, “Having
canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us,
which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having
nailed it to the cross” (Colossians 2:14). But what happens next is
the most important and valuable part of this entire message. The
story does not end with Christ's death. The sinless Son of God could
not be held in the prison of death – He would rise.
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EIGHT
The Mystery of the Resurrection
“He is not here, for He has risen just as He said.”
(Matthew 28:6)
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The death of Jesus was not the end of the story. It was another step in God's plan of redemption. It was, however, the “beginning
of the end” of the dominion of Satan, his demons and death. It was
also the beginning of God's release of eternal life to all those who
believe. The three days between Jesus' death and resurrection were
filled with important events that further reveal the mystery of the
Gospel. Jesus demonstrated that He was and is our eternal High
Priest, our conquering deliverer, and our risen Lord.
Our eternal High Priest
While Jesus was dying on the cross, He declared, “It is finished” (John 19:30). This statement was a reference to the covenant
with Adam. Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the covenant substitute set down by God and explained through Adam, Abraham, Moses
and the prophets. His pure and sinless blood paid the price for man's
redemption.
Once a year the Jewish high priest entered the innermost
room of the worship center, called the Holy of Holies. He placed the
blood of the pure and spotless lamb on a piece of furniture called the
Mercy Seat. This became the atoning sacrifice for all the people.
Jesus, after He died, entered the heavenly Holy of Holies as our eternal High Priest. He offered His own blood as the final sacrifice by
His death on the cross. As, year after year, the blood of the atonement was placed on the Mercy Seat in the earthly temple, Jesus
placed His own blood once for all on the Mercy Seat in God's heavenly temple.
The book of Hebrews says, “But when Christ appeared as a
high priest of the good things to come, He entered through a greater
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not
of this creation; and not through the blood of goats and calves, but
through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls
and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled
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sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve
the living God?” (Hebrews 9:11-14).
Our conquering Deliverer
On the cross Jesus also declared, “Father, into your hands I
commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46). This statement testified to His trust
in and submission to the will and judgment of God the Father. Jesus
said, “No one has taken it (my life) from me, but I lay it down...”
(John 10:18). Remember God's prescribed judgment for sin was
death, and Jesus willingly died. He did not die, however, because he
sinned and deserved death. He chose to die in the place of every person that had ever or would ever be born. He was the authentic sacrifice, the God-given covenant substitute. Jesus experienced both kinds
of death. He experienced physical death because His soul became
separated from His body. He also experienced spiritual death, since
for a time, He was separated from the Father. While on the cross,
Jesus not only felt the physical pain of that awful torture, He also felt
the pain of separation from the Father. He cried out in the agony of
that moment, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me”
(Matthew 27:46-47)?
While the lifeless body of Jesus was taken down from the cross
and laid in a borrowed tomb, His sinless soul marched with boldness
and confidence into the death camp of the Devil. He did not enter
as a defeated prisoner of war but as a conquering hero. Jesus
snatched the keys of death and the grave out of Satan's hellish hand
and stripped him of his power and control over mankind and creation. The Apostle Paul said, “When He disarmed the rulers and
authorities, He made public display of them, having triumphed over
them...” (Colossians 2:15). He fulfilled the promise made to Adam
and Eve. Jesus, the seed of the woman whose heel was bruised in
death, crushed the head of the serpent Satan (Genesis 3:15).
All those who died were locked in death's prison. Those who
died “in faith” went to a section of death's prison the Bible calls
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“Abraham's Bosom.” The faithful believers, although not in torment
as the unbelievers, were slaves and prisoners nonetheless. (See chapter 4, the story of the rich man and Lazarus.) When Jesus marched
into Hell, He not only stripped Satan of his power but also released
all the faithful believers. He led the former captives into the presence of God, a place the scripture calls “Paradise.” Jesus said to the
man dying with Him on the cross, “Truly I say to you, today you shall
be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).
Our risen Lord
Having accomplished all that was required, it was now time to
deal the “death blow” to death and Satan. Since Jesus was the sinless
Son of God, Satan had no right or power to hold Him in death. All
that was left to do was submit to the hand of God for release. “But
God raised Him (Jesus) up again putting an end to the agony of
death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power” (Acts
2:24). Paul said, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you may know… what is the surpassing greatness of His
power toward us who believe…which He brought about in Christ
when He raised Him from the dead and seated him at His right hand
in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named…and put all things in subjection under His feet and gave Him as head over all things”
(Ephesians 1:18-22). In the hymn, Christ Arose, Robert Lowry wrote,
“Death could not keep his prey, Jesus my Savior! He tore the bars
away, Jesus my Lord! Up from the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o'er His foes; He arose a victor from the dark domain, and He
lives forever with His saints to reign; He arose! He arose! Hallelujah!
Christ arose!”
Sunday is on the way
After Jesus died on what traditionally has been known as Good
Friday, His lifeless shell of a body was taken down from the cross and
laid in a new tomb owned by a man named Joseph of Arimathea.
While Jesus was alive, He declared publicly, in clear and plain terms,
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that He would die and in three days rise from the dead. This act of
miracle power would be the final and irrefutable proof that He was
the Messiah. Although the religious leaders did not believe that Jesus
would rise from the dead, they took great pains to ensure that the
grave would remain free from human tampering. They did not want
to risk having His body stolen and have it rumored that He rose from
the dead. Therefore, a heavy stone was set over the entrance of the
tomb, guards were stationed to protect it, and an official government
seal was applied, making any tampering a punishable offense.
Nevertheless death, Satan, and feeble human efforts could not
hold Him in the grave. Jesus' soul and body were reunited. In the
same way a cocoon transforms a caterpillar into a butterfly, this soulbody reunification transformed the old mortal body destined for
death into an everlasting, glorified body that will never die. Jesus
rose from the dead, not only as a soul but also in a physical body. An
angel of God rolled away the stone. The guards trembled, fell to the
ground and fled in fear. The open and empty tomb became a testimony that Jesus was alive. Early in the morning, the women were the
first mourners to make their way to the tomb to pay their respects.
When they arrived, however, they were shocked and amazed by what
they saw. An angel of God greeted them and asked, “Why do you
seek the living one among the dead? He is not here, but He has
risen. Remember how He spoke to you while you were in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful
men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again” (Luke 24:5-7).
The women ran and reported to the disciples all they had seen and
heard.
After His resurrection, Jesus visited with his disciples and
showed them that he was alive. He was not a vision, an apparition, or
a figment of their imagination. He was not a dream or hallucination.
He was with them in a physical body. Although His body was different, it was real. Along with the disciples and the women, there were
more than five hundred other witnesses who saw Jesus alive after His
resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:6-8).
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The historical fact of the resurrection is a well-established truth.
Jesus is alive. But you may ask what does a 2000-year old fact of history mean to us today? This question will be examined in the next
chapter.
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NINE
The Mystery of the New Birth
“Truly, truly I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the Kingdom of God.” (John 3:3)
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The resurrection is the most important biblical teaching of all.
It established a new covenant, the final and eternal covenant that will
never be broken (Hebrews 8:8; 9:15-10:39). The Bible and the
Christian faith depend upon this one central truth. The Apostle Paul
made it clear that if Christ had not been raised from the dead, our
preaching and faith are worthless (1Corinthians 15:15-17). The question must be asked, however, if Jesus did rise from the dead 2,000
years ago, how does that affect me today? What is the blessing of
believing the gospel and the consequence of rejecting it?
We have already learned that sin disqualified humanity from
entering God's Kingdom. The Bible says, “Flesh and blood cannot
inherit the Kingdom of God” (1Corinthians 15:50). Because Jesus
was sinless, His blood became the final sacrifice, the payment for our
sins. His resurrection broke the power of death. This powerful
demonstration of God's grace and love not only released the righteous dead held in Satan's prison camp, it also resulted in Jesus blazing the trail for all humanity to enter the Kingdom of God. Paul said,
“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who are asleep (dead). For since by man came death, by man
came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also
in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the
first fruits, after that those who are Christ's…” (1Corinthians 15:2023). He was born as we were born, He died as we will someday die,
and He rose from the dead in a born-anew, resurrected body, as we
will someday be raised if we believe. His death, burial, and resurrection became the doorway to our spiritual rebirth, or to say it another
way, for us to be “born again.” Jesus laid down His natural life, overcame death and was raised, never to die again. Jesus said, “Because I
live you will live also” (John 14:19).
Jesus the doorway
Since Jesus was the only one to live a sinless life, die on the
cross as the sacrifice for sin, and be raised from the dead, He became
the one and only means of forgiveness and salvation. He is the only
way to enter a relationship with God and go to heaven when we die.
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Acts 4:12 says, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven that has been given among men by which
we must be saved.” Mohammed did not live a sinless life, die for you
and rise from the dead. Buddha did not live a sinless life, die for you
and rise from the dead. Confucius did not live a sinless life, die for
you and rise from the dead. The only one who lived a sinless life,
died for you and rose from the dead is Jesus Christ the Messiah.
Jesus the doorway to new birth
The path that Jesus carved out became the path we must follow in order to enter eternal life. Jesus, in conversation with a man
named Nicodemus, told him that he must be “born again” in order
to enter the kingdom of God. Nicodemus was confused; he assumed
Jesus was telling him that he must somehow reenter the womb and
start physical life over again. He had not yet grasped the idea that,
although he was physically alive, he was spiritually dead and therefore needed to be spiritually reborn. Jesus responded to Nicodemus'
misunderstanding by saying, “Unless one is born of water (physical
birth) and of the Spirit (spiritual birth), he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.” You, too, must be born again. 1 Peter 1:3 says,
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
The new birth is the “new and living way which He (Jesus)
inaugurated for us…” (Hebrews 10:20). The new birth is the only way
for us to be raised from the dead and receive eternal life. Jesus said,
“For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son
and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him
up on the last day” (John 6:40). It is the only way our name can be
recorded in God's heavenly register. “And if anyone's name was not
found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire”
(Revelation 20:15). It is also the only way for us to avoid entering the
judgment of God armed solely with our works as the qualifier for
heaven. We have already learned that no one can earn God's favor
by works. “By works…no flesh will be justified” (Galatians 2:16). The
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new birth also opens the way to receive our new resurrection body.
The Apostle Paul explains this mysterious concept by comparing it to
a seed (1Corinthians 15:35-50). The planted acorn is used up and
eventually dies as it gives way to the greater value and permanence of
the oak tree that follows. One day the physical body will die. But, if
you are born again, physical death will give way to eternal life. You
will receive a new body that will never be destroyed nor decay. “But
when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on the immortality, then will come about the saying
that is written, ‘Death is swallowed up in victory'” (1Corinthians
15:54).
All those who die without receiving Christ and becoming born
again will stand before Almighty God for His evaluation. The Bible
says, “…It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). All who ignore or reject the loving call of
God, or in presumption and arrogance construct and follow their
own man-made plan, will be judged on their own merits. This judgment by the all-powerful, all-knowing God of creation will be a fair
and detailed look at every element of a person's life. The “books will
be opened” and every thought, action, and motivation of the heart
will be examined. It is clear that no human being will measure up to
God's standard on his own works or efforts since a passing grade will
be given only to those who have lived their entire life, from the cradle to the grave, in absolute moral, ethical, and behavioral perfection. Anything less is unacceptable to the only true, living, and holy
God.
All those who do not measure up to the standard of God
already have an assigned destiny. The same punishment reserved for
Satan and his demons (see chapter 3) must be the punishment for
those human beings that default to following Satan by rejecting
God's plan. Jesus Christ, paid sin's consequences and reached God's
standard for you. It is now simply a matter of believing in and receiving Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of your life.
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The decision is yours
You've now come to the point of decision. After having heard
the story of redemption, it is important to understand that it applies
to you and that there are steps you must take. The following facts
have been articulated clearly. God created man in a relationship with
Him. When that relationship was broken, evil invaded life. Every
person born thereafter was born in the state of spiritual death. You,
therefore, are spiritually dead. The Bible says, “Your iniquities have
made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have
hidden His face from you…” (Isaiah 59:2). If you die physically
before this condition is rectified, you will be eternally lost. You will
exist forever in the place of fiery torment called Hell, the place prepared and reserved for Satan and his followers. The good news, the
Gospel, states that God has provided a way to enter a relationship
with Him, receive eternal life, continue this present life with true
meaning and purpose, avoid everlasting torment in Hell and then,
when you die, to enter heaven. You've learned that God provided the
solution in the substitutionary death, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Jesus came for one express purpose, “To seek and save
the lost” (Luke 19:10). One cannot get to heaven by “good works” or
through any other means. Jesus is the one and only way of salvation.
He was the covenant sacrifice who died in your place.
The decision to act is yours. You may be asking, “How can I
receive eternal life?” The answer is as simple as A, B, C.
Acknowledge that you are a sinner and separated from God
(Romans 3:23). Acknowledge you are spiritually dead and have lived
a self-seeking, self- serving, sin-led life. You have tried to create your
own way to God through self-justifying good works. Be willing to
repent by turning from self-rule to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
Believe that Jesus is the only way to God (John 14:6; Acts 4:12;
10:43; Romans 10:9-10; I Timothy 2:4-6). A true belief in Christ is not
just mental assent or agreement with historical facts. True belief is a
change of heart so deep that it reaches to the core of your being,
altering the course of your life forever. This heart-level belief will
attach you permanently to the source of eternal life, Jesus Christ. You
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will see with different eyes and hear with different ears. It will produce a new way of thinking, new priorities, new desires, a whole new
outlook on the meaning, value, and purpose of your life and the lives
of others.
Call on Jesus Christ to save you (Romans 10:13). The Bible
says, “Today is the day of salvation. Now is the acceptable time”(2
Corinthians 6:2). Don't put off your decision; no one is guaranteed
tomorrow. Get right with God today. Respond to God's invitation
now. You can call on Jesus by praying this simple prayer with me.
“Dear Jesus, I acknowledge that I am a sinner, separated from the life
of God. I believe that You are the only way to God, and I desire to
receive you as my Savior. I call upon you by faith and commit myself
to you from this day forward. Amen.”
If you prayed that simple prayer with me something marvelous
and miraculous has just happened. Even if you prayed alone, with no
one else around to hear or understand, your prayer did not go unnoticed. God heard your prayer, and the angels of heaven are rejoicing
at this very moment. Your decision to pray this prayer with me, without a doubt, is the most important decision of your life. You are now
“born again,” a brand new person. The Bible says, “If anyone is in
Christ (receives Christ as you just did) he is a new creature; the old
things passed away; behold, new things have come.” (2 Corinthians
5:17) You have just become the recipient of the grace and power of
God to forgive your sins and set you free from the bondage of Satan.
Your destiny has changed; you are now headed for heaven with a
brand new purpose for your life. It is now important for you to
understand the life-changing effect of your decision. In the next
chapter, we will take some time to briefly explain the pathway to
growth in your newfound faith in Jesus Christ.
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TEN
The Mystery of Spiritual Growth
“Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that
you may grow with respect to salvation.” (1 Peter 2:2)
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Now that you have received Jesus Christ as your Lord and
Savior, it is vital that you begin to understand and practice the elements necessary for developing into a strong and healthy believer. In
the same way a newborn baby has certain basic needs that must be
met in order to ensure that he will grow strong and healthy, a newborn believer has basic needs that must be met as well. In this chapter, I will explain briefly the path toward spiritual health.
The scope of your decision
The scope of your decision must not be minimized. It was not
like buying an insurance policy where you add some extra protection
for your future and now you can settle back to living life as you desire.
The decision to follow Jesus is the most far-reaching, mind-transforming decision that you will ever make. It will affect every dimension of your life. Your lifestyle, relationships, goals, priorities and
desires will all be changed because you have taken a 180-degree
course correction. The miracle you have experienced has transferred
you from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light, from
eternal death to eternal life. Your life has now been granted purpose,
value, meaning, and worth. You are a child of God, and your
Heavenly Father has an inheritance reserved for you in His kingdom.
Your sins have been forgiven, your guilt is gone, your shame has been
washed away. You are a brand new creation. Take a moment, express
your appreciation and gratitude to Jesus Christ for His gift of love to
you. “Lord Jesus, I thank you…”(You may use some of the statements
above in your thanksgiving to God.)
Steps toward growth
You must first strengthen your understanding of the gospel
message. This will help your spiritual roots plunge deeply into the
soil of God's love and firmly anchor your faith. This book provides
enough information to get you started; however, it may also provoke
questions. The person who provided this tool would be pleased to sit
with you, answer your questions and explain in greater depth how to
grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ.
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Secondly, you must acquaint yourself with the Bible, prayer,
and worship. In the same way our natural bodies must be nourished
properly on a daily basis, our spiritual life must also be nourished
daily. The Bible, prayer, and worship are essential ingredients to spiritual health. The Bible can be seen as our spiritual food. Jesus said,
“Man shall not live on bread alone but on every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). We must consume God's
word daily by reading and studying it. I recommend you begin by
reading the Gospel of John (the fourth book in the New Testament)
one chapter each day until completed. Whereas the Bible can be
viewed as our spiritual food, prayer and worship can be seen as our
spiritual water. Jesus, in His discussion with the Samaritan woman in
John 4, told her that He would give her “living water.” As we cannot
physically survive without water, neither can we remain spiritually
alive and healthy without prayer and worship. An absence of prayer
and worship will cause our spiritual life to wither up and die. Prayer
is the term that describes our communication with God, a communication that must always be seen as two-way. We must learn to speak to
God, listen for and expect His response. Worship is our expression to
God in praise, thanksgiving, and action. God responds to our worship by renewing, refreshing, and restoring our soul.
The next step involves relationships. As a newborn cannot survive on his own, neither can a newborn believer survive alone. A
healthy Christian life is not lived in isolation; we need others to help
us mature in our faith and progress on our spiritual journey. It is
absolutely necessary, therefore, that you become committed to a
healthy Bible-believing, Bible-teaching, Holy Spirit-filled church and
within that church find a smaller group of friends with whom
accountability and authentic relationships can be developed.
Fourthly, you must learn that God has imparted to you gifts
and abilities that must be discovered and employed for the advancement of His plan. Others need to hear the Gospel message and
receive eternal life. Your church and small group should be able to
help you in your discovery and deployment into God's service.
Bible study, prayer, worship, service, and fellowship through
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your healthy church relationships will help you remain in a place
where the Holy Spirit can continue His transforming work in your
heart. As you learn and practice the spiritual disciplines or practices
to which you have just been introduced, “… I am confident of this
very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until
the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6).
Jesus told His disciples, “To you has been given the mystery of
the kingdom of God…” (Mark 4:11) and now this mystery has been
revealed to you as well. The answers to life's greatest mysteries are
found in the Bible and in our Savior Jesus Christ. It is my desire that
you continue to encounter Jesus Christ, experience His presence,
and that you engage in authentic relationships and be equipped and
empowered for effective ministry.

Let me pray for you as we conclude our time together.
“Lord Jesus, I pray that the reader of this book, in whose heart has
been planted the seed of your word, may grow strong. I pray that
they will be as the Psalmist David describes, ‘A tree firmly planted
by the streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and its
leaf, does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers’” (Psalm
1). God's richest blessings be upon you as you continue on your
journey of faith.
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“Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a
defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in
you, yet with gentleness and reverence.” (1 Peter 3:15)

Perhaps after reading The Mystery Unveiled you have come to
trust in Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior. Perhaps this
detailed explanation has deepened your understanding of the
gospel and increased your faith and desire to share the good news
with others. Please take the time to bless us and allow us to be
encouraged together with you by writing or e-mailing us at:

Windham Assembly of God Ministries
1051 Roosevelt Trail
Windham, Maine 04062
e-mail: mysteryunveiled@windhamag.org
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